
Necropsy [Animal Death] Report 

 

Date:                          1/1/10 

Prepared by:           Albert Kane, DVM, MPVM, PhD 

Location/Event:      Calico Complex Gather 

Animal ID:                6 month old, dark bay/brown, colt 

 

History:  The [helicopter] pilot [gathering horses] reported this colt 

lied down twice while moving just ½ mile from the original location of 

the band of horses.  The second time he radioed to the trap for 

wranglers to come with a trailer and assist the colt as he seemed 

unlikely to make it to the trap.  I accompanied the wranglers to the 

location. We arrived to the colt’s location about 10 minutes after the 

call from the pilot.  On arrival he was found dead, lying in left lateral 

recumbency, with no signs of struggle or agonal movements apparent 

in the surrounding snow. 

 

Examination: [BLM-Nevada Wild Horse and Burro Program Lead] Alan 

Shepherd accompanied me during this necropsy examination.  The 

carcass was rolled onto the right side, no external abnormalities were 

noted.  Front right leg was lifted and reflected dorsally. On opening 

the  chest cavity negative pressure was apparent.  There was no 

blood present in the trachea.  There was a large amount of free blood 

in the chest cavity.  The lungs were pink and airy with no 

abnormalities noted. 

 

On examination in-situ a hole was apparent in the pulmonary artery at 

the base.  The left ventricle was thickened and larger than expected 

and the atria were thin and without muscular tone.  There was an area 

of thinning and apparent aneurysm on the left atrium. 

 

The abdominal cavity was examined with no abnormalities noted. 

Body condition was moderately thin with only small amounts of 

subcutaneous and  abdominal fat noted. 

 

Conclusion/Differentials/Dx: Left side heart failure.  Death caused by 

acute pulmonary artery rupture attributable to a pre-existing, 

probably congenital heart condition.  Gather related but attributable 

to a pre-existing condition 
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